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Foreign  Agricultural  Service      Washington  D.C. 


a.  §.  Mn.  OF  AGRTCULTURE  ^  1-61+ 
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WORLD  WOOL  PRODUCTION  SCT26  1964 

UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  1964  n,i««-».r  ^ 
 —                  CURffiENI  SERIAL  RECOfifiS 

World  wool  production  in  1964  (including  the  1964-65;  season  in  the  South- 
ern Hemisphere)  is  estimated  at  5>825  million  pounds,  grease  basis,  up 
only  slightly  from  the  ijrevious  year. 


Increases  are  forecast  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Argentina,  and  Uruguay, 
more  than  offsetting  declines  in  North  America  and  the  USSR.    The  net  in- 
crease is  estimated  at  about  30  million  pounds.    Small  increases  axe  ex- 
pected in  Africa  and  Asia. 

Production  in  the  five  major  producing  countries  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere 
(Australia,  New  Zealand,  South  Africa,  Argentina,  Uruguay)  taken  together 
is  expected  to  reach  3*^30  million  pounds,  about  70  million  pounds  above 
the  1963-64  season's  total.    Production  in  these  five  countries  accounts 
for  about  60  percent  of  estimated  world  production,  and  exports  from  these 
countries  usxially  accoiints  for  more  than  80  percent  of  all  wool  entering 
world  trade. 

The  first  estimate  of  Australia's  1964-65  production  is  for  a  record  1,812.9 
million  pounds.    Sheep  nionbers  are  up  again  in  1964  and  weather  dxiring  the 
season  has  been  mostly  favorable. 

The  Australian  Parliament  in  April  passed  the  Wool  Industry  Bill  providing 
for  wool  levies  to  be  collected  from  growers  during  the  1964-65  selling 
season.    This  money  will  be  partially  matched   by  federal  funds  to  finance 
research  and  promotion.    In  another  action  the  Australian  Wool  Board  has 
proposed  a  price  support  plan  to  operate  within  the  present  auction  system. 


This  Circular  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  stjmmary  of  similar 
title  published  in  World  Agriciiltural  Production  and  Trade,  August  1964. 


WOOL:    Production  in  specified  coxintries,  greasy  basis,  average  1956-6O 

annual  1962-61*.  l/ 


Percent 


Continent  and  country      ;  1956-60  :    I962  :    I963  :  196U  :    196k-  :  196k 

 :  I  :  :  ;1956-60  :  19^ 

jHillion  rMillion  :Million  : Million  :  ] 

; pounds     ;pounds  ;pounds  ; pounds  ; Percent  ;Percent 
North  America:  : 

Canada  :     8.0  7-2  6.8  6.5         -19  -h 

United  States  3/  :  308.8       299.^       287. 0        27O.O         -13  -6 

Mexico  :      9.6        12.5        12.9         11.0        +35  +1 


Total  North  America  k/  :  330.0       320.0       3IO.O         29O.O         -12  -6 


South  America:  : 

Argentina  ;  hkS,l  ^37.6  1^36. 5  ^63.0  +3  +6 

Brazil  :  6o,k  55.7  53-3  56.0  -7  +5 

Chile  :  146.7  50.7  51.8  52.0  +7  +— 

Falkland  Islands  :  14-.5  ^.5  ^.5  ^.5 

Peru  :  20.9  23.h  2k.2  22.0  +5  -9 

Uruguay  :  I80.2  I89.6  19I+.O  195-0  46  +1 


Total  South  America  1^  :  78O.O  78O.O  78O.O  8IO.O  +1+  -^k 

Europe :  : 

France  :  62.9  70.0  6I.7  62.0  -1  +— 

Germany,  West  :  11.5  H.O  10. 5  10.5  -9  + — 

Greece  :  25.1  26.5  26.6  26.7  +6  +— 

Ireland  ;  21.2  26.6  26.2  26.5  +25  +1 

Italy  :  30.1^  29.6  29.^  29. 0  -5  -1 

Norway  «  ;  8.0  8.0  8.0  8.0 

Portugal  :  23.8  25.1+  25.6  25.6  +6  +— 

Spain  :  72.6  66.0  66.1  63.9  -12  -3 

United  Kingdom  :  II6.3  130.6  12i^.O  126.0  +8  +2 


Total  West  Europe  1^. .. :  385. 0  hO'^.Q  390.0  390.0  +1 

Bulgaria  ;  38.3  50.2  50.O  50.O  +30  +— 

Hungary  :  16. 3  20.3  22.0  22.0  +35  +— 

Poland  :  20. 1^  18.O  I7.O  16.5  -19  -3 

Rumania,  :  kh.G  52.0  52.5  53. 0  +19  +1 

Yugoslavia  :  31. 2  26. h  28.6  25.0  -20  -I3 


Total  East  Europe  kj,,.;  180.O  195.0  195.0  195.0  +8 
Total  Europe  kJ  ;  565. 0       6OO.O       585. 0         585. 0  +k 


U.S.C.R.  (Europe  and  Asia)  69O.O       818.8       825. 0         790. 0  -^ih 


(Continued) 


-  2  - 


WOOL:    Production  in  specified  countries,  greasy  basis,  average  I956-6O 

annual  1962-6k  l/  (Continued) 


• 

• 
• 

Continent  and  country  ; 

* 

Average 
1956-60 

• 
• 

:  1962 

• 
• 

1963 

* 

p/ 

:  1964 

;  Percent 
:  change 
:    196k      :  I96i; 
: 1956-60    :  1963 

; Million 
:  pounds 

:pounQs 

.MiiXion 
: pounds 

:  Million 
:pounds 

•  • 

:Percent    : Percent 

Ainca;  ; 

19.0 

19.0 

IQ  0 

M  mm 

— 

K  A^'NI'V/^  ^  A a 

oil  C\ 

32.5 

3i^.o 

35.3 

+1 

^k 

7.0 

Q  0 

Q  n 

Q  n 

+15 

— — 

It*  fnTir\'\~  « 

5.5 

+6 

So.  Africa,  Rep.  of  5/»«: 

323.2 

^22.0 

0 

+j 

^05.0 

if05.0 

kl'^,0 

k20,0 

+3 

+1 

Asia:  : 

i^l.9 

+5 

+5 

2i<-.7 

ok  0 

^5  .U 

+1 

Tirrkey  (Europe  &  Asia) . . : 

91.2 

9k, 2 

97.0 

99.2 

+9 

+2 

18.2 

17.8 

18.7 

18.7 

73.8 

75.8 

75.0 

78.0 

+6 

+U 

7.5 

U.2 

3.2 

2.5 

+1J+ 

32.5 

32.5 

32.5 

32.5 

1^95.0 

^95.0 

+1 

Oceania:  : 

1671.0 
615.5 

1781.7 
610.7 

1812.9 
62lf.O 

+15 
+16 

+2 

+2 

2285.0 

2390.0 

2ii-35.0 

+15 

+2 

Total  World  y  6/  :5385.0       5  695.0     5795.0     5825. 0         +8  +— 

1/  For  summary  purposes  wool  produced  mostly  in  the  spring  in  the  Northern 
Hemisphere  is  combined  with  that  produced  in  the  season  beginning  July  1  or 
October  1  of  the  same  year  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.    Pulled  wool  is  included 
for  most  countries  at  its  greasy  equivalent.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  Converted 
"pulled  wool"  to  greasy  basis  at  1.7.    kj  Includes  estimates  for  other  minor 
producing  countries.    5/  Includes  Basutoland  and  South  West  Africa.    6/  Rounded 
to  five  of  million. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 
statistics  of  foreign  governments,  other  foreign  source  materials,  reports  of 
U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  re- 
search, and  related  information. 
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The  system  would  be  applied  in  a  simi3.ar  manner  to  those  now  operative  in 
New  Zealand  and  South  Africa  with  a  wool  marketing  authority  purchasing 
all  wool  that  fails  to  bring  the  predetermined  price.    There  is  some  indi- 
cation that  the  plan  may  be  in  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  1965-66 
season,  although  there  is  strong  opposition  to  it  from  some  producer 
groups.    In  addition  to  price  supports,  the  Wool  Board  also  recommended 
that  all  wool  growers  be  obliged  to  sell  their  export  wool  thro^Igh  the 
auction  system. 

New  Zealand  production  in  the  season  ended  Jvme  30,  196^  failed  to  reach 
earlier  predictions  and  fell  about  2  percent  from  the  previous  season.  The 
drop  is  largely  attributed  to  adverse  weather  and  feed  conditions  which 
caused  lower  fleece  weights.    The  expected  rise  in  196^-65  assumes  normal 
weather  conditions  and  a  continuation  of  the  upward  trend  in  sheep  numbers. 

The  New  Zealand  Wool  Commission's  support  price  has  been  raised  to  35  pence 
per  pound  {kO,Q  cents)  for  the  1964-65  season.    The  previous  level  was  33 
pence  per  povmd  (38 •5  cents)  established  for  the  1957-58  season  and  un- 
changed since  then.    Prices  averaged  near  55  pence  per  pound  {6k.2  cents) 
during  the  I963-6U  season. 

There  have  been  several  other  government  actions  in  the  past  year  aimed  at 
increasing  pastoral  production  to  meet  the  country's  growing  foreign  ex- 
change needs.    Production  targets  have  been  established  that  envision 
nearly  6h  million  sheep  in  the  country  by  1972  compared  with  50  million 
head  at  the  present  time.    It  is  estimated  that  the  1963-6^  wool  clip  had 
a  total  value  of  t  ihO  million  ($392  million),  compared  with  the  I962-63 
clip  valued  at  $308  million. 

Uruguay's  1963-64  clip  is  estimated  at  19^  million  pounds,  up  2.3  percent 
from  previous  year.  Growing  conditions  during  the  current  year  have  been 
favorable.  The  1964-65  clip  is  expected  to  be  about  the  same  size  as  the 
current  although  no  official  estimate  has  been  made. 

Wool  production  in  South  Africa  rose  slightly  in  1963-64  euid  probably 
would  have  risen  more  in  the  absence  of  drought  in  parts  of  the  North  East 
Cape  Province  and  Orange  Free  State.    Early  estimates  of  1964-65  produc- 
tion indicate  little  change  from  the  current  season. 

South  African  sheep  numbers  probably  have  not  risen  to  euiy  great  extent  in 
recent  years.    There  has  likely  been  some  response  to  the  higher  wool  prices 
of  the  last  two  seasons, but  unpredictable  feed  and  forage  supplies  have 
tended  to  limit  expajision  in  many  areas. 

Estimates  of  wool  production  in  Argentina  in  1964-65  range  up  to  10  per- 
cent above  the  cxirrent  year.    Growing  conditions  have  been  mostly  favorable 
and  sheep  numbers  have  been  rising  over  the  last  I8  months,  particularly 
in  Buenos  Aires  province. 
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The  1963-6^  clip  has  not  moved  into  export  as  rapidly  as  last  year.  During 
the  third  quarter  of  the  season  (April-June  196U)  the  slight  improvement 
in  the  exchange  rate  was  offset  by  a  decline  in  wool  values  causing  grow- 
ers refrain  from  selling.    Total  raw  wool  exports  from  October  through 
June  were  down  36  percent  from  the  previous  year.    As  of  July  1,  the  export- 
able surplus  at  about  I60  million  pounds  was  five  times  as  large  as  on  the 
same  date  last  year,  indicating  substantially  larger  carryover  stocks  when 
the  196^-65  season  begins  on  October  1. 
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NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
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If  yoor  address  should  be  changed,  print 
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and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 
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Washington,  D.C.  20250. 


